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Lower School
Throughout this formative
period in a child’s
development, the Lower
School is committed to
supporting the growth
and development of
rigorous scholars, intrepid
explorers, creative builders
and resilient, self-aware
individuals. Skills and
abilities are meaningless
without the disposition to
use them well.
Our students’ innate curiosity
will be nurtured, and their
perseverance encouraged.
Students will develop not just
literacy, but a love for reading
and researching the things they
are passionate about. They will
be able to solve complex math
problems and understand how
math can be used as a tool to
address larger issues.

LOW E R S CHO O L SA M PLE DAY SCHE DULE
TIME

FOCUS

Before 8:30 a.m.

Social/Planning Time

8:30 - 9:00 a.m.

Mind & Body

9:00 - 9:30 a.m.

Community

9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

Arts and Making Block

10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Integrated Project Work

11:30- 12:15 p.m.

Outdoor Play

12:15 - 12:45 p.m.

Lunch

12:45 - 1:15 p.m.

Language and Culture Mastery Band

1:15 - 2:00 p.m.

Math Mastery and Project Work

2:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Literacy Workshop

3:30 - 4:00 p.m.

Community and Reflection

4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Studios (optional)
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ES SENT I AL PRACTICE S
SO CI A L-E M OTI O NA L
LE A RNI NG I S AT THE
CE NTE R O F O UR
PRO GRA M

C H I L D R E N FO L LOW
P E R S ON A L I Z E D
L E A R N IN G PAT H WAYS
Personalized learning allows teachers
to meet students’ needs based on their
readiness, interests, and learning profile.
It also allows students to be agents of their
own development, working with teachers to
co-create assessments and rubrics, reflect
on their own learning, and decide upon next
steps.

Social and emotional competencies are
increasingly recognized as critical for
children’s success in school, as well as in
other settings in later phases of life, and
into adulthood. As children move through
the elementary years, aptitude in social and
emotional abilities are critical to each child’s
overall well¬being and success.
DI SPO SI TI O NS A RE A S
I M PO RTA NT A S SKI LLS
A ND CO M PE TE NCI E S

T E AC H E R S A R E
ST U D E N T S
A N D R E S E A RC H E R S
All of our teachers are students and all of
our students are teachers. Our teachers will
engage in ongoing, personalized professional
development to enable them to be lifelong
learners. Our students will conclude projects
and studies with documentation, and sharing
their learning with and teaching the larger
community. In order to promote the kind of
learning environment that develops rigorous
scholars and intrepid explorers, teachers and
students will learn together through projects
and experiences.

Skills and abilities have very little use
without the disposition to use them well.
Our students will develop not only literacy,
but the desire to read for pleasure and to find
things out. They will be able to solve math
problems but, more importantly, they will
see how math becomes a tool or language
to solve other problems. Our students’
innate curiosity will be nurtured and their
perseverance encouraged.

CHI LDRE N LE A RN B E ST
THRO UGH M E A NI NGF UL,
I NTE RDI SCI PLI NA RY,
PROJ ECT-B A SE D
E XPE RI E NCE S

BU I L D I N G C U LT U RA L
COM P E T E N C Y IS
C R I T I C A L TO D E V E LO P
T RU LY G LOBA L
C IT IZ E N S
Our students will see diversity as a
strength, and will be proof that diversity of
background, languages, races, experiences,
and
perspectives makes us smarter.
Students will learn about the problems we
face worldwide and develop dispositions and
skills to address them. They will learn how
to communicate effectively in order to build
understanding and collaboration. Facility
with at least one other language and culture
is central.

Students should be at the center of their
own learning experience, developing deep
content knowledge through the investigation
of problems within their lived experiences.
At Whittle School & Studios, these
interdisciplinary projects will be centered
around the United Nation’s Sustainable
Goals, and will provide opportunities for
students to engage and present to members
of their local community as well as their
peers on other campuses. Students will not
only learn by doing, but also by reflecting
upon their learning.
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SOC I AL / PLAN N I N G T I M E

A RTS A ND M A KI NG B LO CK

MIN D & B O DY

LA NGUAGE A ND CULTURE M A STE RY
B A ND

As students arrive at school, they will
spend time in the classrooms or common
areas, working on puzzles, playing games,
chatting with friends, and meeting with
their teachers to discuss the day ahead.
This could be a PE Mind & Body class, a
movement or mindfulness class, game play,
or a walk outside.
COM MUN I T Y

Students and teachers gather for a meeting
in a classroom or common space. Morning
Meeting is designed to help students
transition from home to school. This time
serves to build the classroom community,
give students a sense of belonging and
ownership, and bring everyone to a shared
understanding of the rest of the day.
LIT E RAC Y

During the literacy mastery band
workshop, students work independently
and in small groups on reading, writing,
speaking, and listening skills. They may
also spend this time learning or studying
their second language.
MAT H

Students will have Chinese or Spanish
class.
I NTEGRATE D PROJ ECT B LO CK

Students will work as a whole class,
in small groups and independently on
thematic projects inspired by the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals
and connected to global themes across our
network. This work will take place in the
classrooms, common areas, art studios,
and makerspaces, and will weave together
science, math, social studies, language arts,
and SEL. It will be closely tied to both City
Core projects and Center of Excellence
work on X-Days.
PE R SO NA L PROJ ECT TI M E

During the mathematics mastery band,
students work independently and in
small groups on math investigations and
problem-solving, as well as consolidation
of skills and understanding based on their
level of development.
OUTDO O R PLAY

Students will go to visual and performing
arts classes. These will cycle throughout
the year and could include studio art,
music, drama, and makerspace lab time.

Students will have a chance to develop,
independently or in groups, projects
that align with, and help to nurture their
passions. Documentation of process and
product will be an important part of a
student’s portfolio.
CO M M UNI T Y RE F LECTI O N

Although reflection is incorporated into
most of the day’s activities, we believe it
is important for the school community to
gather at the end of the day for a closing
meeting and reflection time.

Students will play outside or in a space in
the building.
LUNC H

Lunch is served family-style, and will be
a time to enjoy each other’s company,
practice social emotional learning skills,
and try new foods.
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“Through their studies in the
Lower School, students will
make connections among
the disciplines and apply the
skills and understandings to
investigations in their lived
experiences. With our campus
in Shenzhen, students have
the opportunity to share
their learning and engage in
projects across the globe.
Our students will learn
that with knowledge comes
responsibility, and a part
of every project will be a
forward-looking, outwardfacing question: How can we
use what we know to make
the world a better place?”
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